A previously fit and well 20 year old man with primary meningococcal arthritis of the left knee is described. Despite intensive search there was no evidence of extra-articular meningococcal infection. He subsequently developed adult respiratory distress syndrome as a rare and previously undescribed complication.
Case report A previously fit and well 20 year old man was admitted to the orthopaedic services with a five hour history of pain and swelling in his left knee. On examination he had a fever (39 6°C) with a tachycardia of 120/min. The 
